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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

Conference on Spiritan M ission and Islam
A meeting for Spiritans working in Islamic milieus was
held from 17-22 July at the District House in Dakar, Senegal.
It was for • those for whom the presence of Islam constitutes a challenge in their ministry·, and brought together 15
confreres from 7 countries, as well as two from the Generalate: Frs. Franc;:ois Nicolas and David Regan.
The representatives came from three different types of
background : (1) Countries where Christians are a tiny minority in a totally Islamic milieu: Algeria (Rene You, Raymond
Gonnet, Claude Brehm and Daniel Sormani), Mauritania
(Paul Grasser) and Pakistan (Eamon McCann); (2) Countries
that are predominantly Muslim, but in which Christians play
an important social role: Senegal (Patrick Hollande, Armel
Duteil and Joseph Lambrecht) and the Gambia (Robert Ellison, Donal Murray and Matthew Amoako Attah); and (3)
Countries with large Christian populations: Nigeria (Alexander Ekechukwu and Casimir Eke) and Mauritius (Raymond
Zimmermann).
The objectives of the meeting were: to exchange experiences; to identify questions raised by these experiences; and
to seek out elements of response to these questions. As
the moderator, Fr. Regan, pointed out, the three objectives
corresponded roughly to the • see, judge, act· approach.
The sharing of experiences took up the first three days of
the meeting and was the most interesting part. Some general impressions that emerged from these experiences were
as follows:
(a) In Islam itself there is greater vitality, a religious renewal and a missionary spirit, helped with funding from the
richer Arab countries . Where Muslims are in a large majority, they tend to monopolize the state, impose Islamic law
(the Sharia) and exclude non-Muslims from political and social life. But Islam, like all religions, has to face modern
trends towards secularization and atheism . There are many
sects within Islam, and among the ordinary people there is

Islam in Africa

Percentage of
-

100 %

SHH more
llilllililll more

•

than 75 %
than 50 %

more than 25 .%
Groups

also religious ignorance, along with misconceptions such as
the idea that • all Africans are Muslims•.
(b) Muslims perceive the progress of Christianity as
threatening, and tend to identify Christianity with rich and
materialistic Western colonial powers. They are ambivalent
about Christian hospitals etc., appreciating their social contribution but suspecting them as propaganda. Through personal contacts and an unacquisitive lifestyle, Christian missionaries are able to break down some of these prejudices.
(c) Dialogue at an official level remains difficult, Muslim
leaders being very reluctant to engage in it. However, there
are signs of hope: bonds of friendship and mutual understanding can be created, and Christianity is better understood when lived in a spirit of poverty, without structures of
power.

From left: Raymond Gonnet, Robert Ellison, David Regan,
Fram;ois Nicolas, Paul Grasser, Matthew Amoako Attah, Patrick Hollande, Casimir Eke, Armel Duteil, Eamon McCann,
Alexander Ekechukwu, Daniel Sormani, Joseph Lambrecht,
Rene You, Claude Brehm. (Missing from photo: Donal Murray and Raymond Zimmermann.)

The meeting divided up into a French-speaking and an
English-speaking group to draw up questions arising from
the experiences . These tended to be theological and somewhat theoretical, so the steering committee asked the assembly to consider three practical questions: (1) Why are we
doing what we are doing? (2) Is our missionary pastoral
action producing the results we hope for? and (3) Why do
we think our Muslim neighbours are suspicious of our intentions? The meeting divided up according to countries for
this.
In answer to the first question, some mentioned that their
mission had been entrusted to them by the Church and the
Congregation, while others stressed that it also responded
to their personal convictions and they were very happy to be

involved in it. The details of the replies were coloured by
the type of milieu they were working in. In answer to the
second question, it was stressed that in this type of mission
one should not look for results in the traditional sense. On
the third question, it was pointed out that the Church had a
long tradition of proselytism, and that, while this was somewhat softened today, Christian fundamentalist sects were
still aggressively proselytizing.
For the third phase of the meeting - the way forward each geographic area drew up its own priorities in the light
of the previous discussion. A final text, stressing the importance of dialogue in mission, was drawn up by Frs. Rene
You, Raymond Zimmermann and Donal Murray, and approved by the meeting. It is too long for reproducing in its
entirety here, but we may quote the following extracts:
"From our experiences, we think it necessary to emphasize certain aspects of the evangelizing process. It seems
to us that these aspects might well be incorporated into our
Spiritan experience as points of reference for our common
missionary task. They call for our own conversion ...
"Meeting the other has to be lived out through dialogue ...
Dialogue characterizes God's attitude throughout salvation
history... The high point in God's dialogue with the human
race is evident in the mystery of the Word Incarnate. To
dialogue is to live in the Spirit of Jesus while fulfilling his mission ... The salvation offered is universal. Jesus went to
meet men and women so as to save them . To evangelize is
not so much to baptize as to lead people to live the ·Spirit of
Jesus Christ. Presence, friendship, sharing in life and prayer

and common commitments belong to evangelization as well
as the direct preaching of the Risen one.
"We therefore reject every tendency to look on our work
as somehow marginal to the 'common Spiritan mission. We
see no legitimate distinction between 'first evangelization'
and a 'dialogue-mission'. Every mission, ifit is to be faithful
to the action of God revealed in Jesus Christ, must work
through dialogue... This implies respect for each person
and for every aspect of the person, the religious dimension
included. To speak of 'dialogue· when dealing with the
great and well structured world religions, and to speak of
'first evangelization' of the so called 'traditional religions'
appears to us to be quite unfounded .. .
• The Church is at the service of the Kingdom of God. It
is a sign of that Kingdom and not its final shape. A Church
which was preoccupied only with itself, with its structure,
organization and quantitative increase, would scarcely be a
credible sign of that Kingdom ... As sign of the Kingdom,
the Church must work for the liberation of all . She must
challenge all forms of oppression, including religious oppression, while taking care not to become oppressive herself ...
It belongs to our prophetic role to invite the communities to
which we are committed to go beyond their fears and strive
for a clear and serene knowledge of the other. ·

A report on the meeting of the Congregation 's novice masters at Kimmage, Dublin, in July will be given in our next
issue.

News Items
Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
• on 21 June, appointed Fr. Manuel da Silva Martins SEBASTIAO as the Congregation's General Procurator to the
Holy See, for a three-year term beginning on 1 Sept. 1989;
• on 21 June, gave its approval to the transfer of the novitiate of the West African Foundation from Bwiam (Gambia) to Ejisu (Ghana), with effect from 1 August 1989;
• on 13 Sept., confirmed the election of Fr. Claude ETIENNE
as Provincial Superior of Switzerland for a second threeyear term, as from 1 Sept. 1989.

First Appointments
The General Council has made the following First Appointments:

From Nigeria:
Basil AGBA
Gregory OLIKENYI
Peter OSUJI
Emmanuel NAADOZIE
Daniel NW AM ARABIA
Edward OKORIE

to
to
to
to
to
to

Yaounde
Germany
Ethiopia (Sidamo Group)
Nigeria
Nigeria
French Guiana

From Trans-Canada:
Robert COLBURN

to Trans-Canada

It also changed the First Appointment of Peter ESHUNRHULE (WAF) from Makurdi to Ghana.

France: Congress of Spiritan Brothers
. A three-day congress of Spiritan Brothers, the first of its
kind, was held at Chevilly, France, from 3-5 July, bringing
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together a total of 75 Brothers, of whom 51 were from-the
French Province itself, 11 from French Districts, 6 from Hol~
land, 3 from Belgium, 3 from Portugal and one from Ireland .
The congress had been originally planned for the French
Province, but the other European Provinces were invited to
send representatives, so it turned out to be fairly international. There were also three Sisters, from three Congregations
closely connected with us, and nine Fathers from the French
Province . The meeting grew out of a decision of last year's
French Chapter and a preparatory meeting of 33 Brothers
from 13-14 December last year.
The congress was organized by Br. Benilde Le Roux, of
the French Provincial Council, and Br. Franc,:ois Mouchette,
bursar of Chevilly, and discussed various questions concerning the life and ministry of Spiritan Brothers, today and in the
future. After the meeting was opened by the French Provincial, Fr. Jean Savoie, Br. Benilde read out a letter of good
wishes from Fr. General and explained the program for the
three days. Br. Pascal Lebret then read a paper summarizing the findings of the preparatory meetings. He stressed
that Fr. Libermann had wanted Brothers for the missions, to
provide technical expertise, but also to help in the ministry
and to be models of Christian life through their religious dedication. Br. Pascal also discussed the impact of Vatican II
and the life of the Brother as lived today. His report was
followed by short presentations on their own experiences by
three Brothers and the three Sisters. In the afternoon the
congress broke up into small groups of eight Brothers each
to discuss two questions: • Brother, who are you?" and
"What must we do to move forward? "
The second day was devoted to a pilgrimage to Lisieux
and Pinterville, where the Blessed Jacques Laval had been
parish priest before going to Mauritius. The third morning
was devoted to the preparation of material for the publication of information, both written and audio-visual, on the life
of Spiritan Brothers, and the theme of ongoing formation
was discussed in the afternoon. The congress ended with a
Mass in the Rue Lhomond chapel, presided over by Fr.
Savoie. At the end of it, all renewed their consecration to
the apostolate at the tomb of the Venerable Libermann.

At one time in the last century, there were more Spiritan
Brothers than priests. Today they form only 11 % of the
Congregation. Of the 377 Brothers, 138 are from the
French Province, with 72 from Holland, 45 from Portugal, 35
from Germany and 30 from Ireland. None of the other circumscriptions has more than 7. One of the things stressed
at the congress was that the Spiritan Brother has a special
vocation and mission as a consecrated layman, and that the
validity of this vocation should be presented to generous
young men today and in the future.

Bangui

Brazil South-West
The Irish Spiritans in Brazil South-West marked the 25th
anniversary of their arrival in the country with a Mass on 6
April, presided over by Dom Mario Clemente Neto, Spiritan
Bishop of Tete . Representatives of other Spiritan Districts in
Brazil joined them, along with representatives of other Congregations of priests and sisters. The Generalate was represented by Fr. David Regan, who gave the homily. He had
himself been one of the founding team of six Irish Spiritans,
under Fr. John Jordan. Ten years later there were 40, and
today there are 37 in the District. A total of 80 Irish Spiritans have worked in Brazil. At the District Chapter, also
held in April, Fr. Patrick Peters was reelected as District
Superior.

Mauritius
On 7 April, Cardinal Jean Margeot of Mauritius blessed
and inaugurated the new 'Libermann House· at Rose-Hill,
which will serve as the novitiate of the Indian Ocean Foundation. His Eminence paid tribute to the work of the Congregation in building up the Church in Mauritius in the 148 years
since the arrival of the Blessed Jacques Laval. Among
those taking part in the ceremony were the Superior General,
Fr. Pierre Haas, and two of the General Councillors, Frs.
Denis Wiehe and Manuel Goni;;alves, who were on visitation
in Mauritius at the time. Fr. Haas spoke on the significance
of the Indian Ocean Foundation, and so did Fr. Wiehe, himself a Mauritian who had been closely involved in its development. The District Superior, Fr. Eamonn Mansfield, welcomed the guests and thanked all those who had contributed in any way to the construction of the house. Up to
now, the Foundation's novitiate had been located in Reunion, but Libermann House was built as part of a restructuring which will include first-cycle studies in Reunion, novitiate
in Mauritius and second-cycle studies in Madagascar.
During the visit of His Holiness the Pope to Mauritius ( 1416 October), Fr. Denis Wiehe represented the Superior General for the Pope's visit to the shrine of Blessed Jacques
Laval, at the parish of Sainte-Croix, which is run by Spiritans
and where Fr. Wiehe had himself been pastor. The Pope
and his suite, along with Cardinal Margeot, spent the two
nights at the Thabor centre, Beau Bassin, where a Spiritan,
Fr. Maurice Piat, is in charge of the training of lay leaders.

The new Bambari cathedral.
The new cathedral in Bambari was dedicated on 4 May
by Bishop Michel Maitre, C.S.Sp. Archbishop Ndayen of
Bangui, several bishops and many priests concelebrated
with him, in the presence of the President of the Republic
and a large crowd . The mission has always been under the
patronage of St. Joseph, and the new cathedral is dedicated
to "St. Joseph, Protector of the Church". It is a circular
church with a diameter of some 30 metres, and 12 main pillars representing the 12 apostles. Behind the altar is a large
stained-glass window of Christ and the 12 apostles at the
Last Supper, the work of Br. Piet Werker, an 80-year-old
Dutch Spiritan Brother who also made the windows in the
Generalate's chapel in Rome.

Central African Foundation:
General Assembly
The Central African Foundation held its first-ever general
assembly from 27 June to 1 July at its Brattier Seminary
near Libreville. Among the 29 participants were Fr. Ferdinand Azegue, Superior of the Foundation, Fr. James Okoye,
representing the General Council, Fr. Arsene Aubert, representing the French Provincial Council, the District Superiors
of Gabon, the Congo, Yaounde and East Cameroon, 9 members of the CAF formation team, 7 of the 10 CAF missionaries, 6 delegates from the 22 professed scholastics and two
observers from the 15 non-professed in the first cycle.
· The assembly worked in four commissions: administration; mission; formation; and finance. Proposals made and
orientations given were mostly along the lines of greater
self-reliance. The board of Superiors will no longer function;
rather the Superior of the CAF will have a council of CAF
members. The search for a specific Spiritan presence within
local Churches will lead to a mission project, which will be
evolved by a circumscription chapter to be called in three
years' time. The formation program was restructured: a
one-year postulate was introduced and the theology course
will last for four years instead of three.

England

Father General (left) with Fr. Maurice Piat at the blessing of
Libermann House.

The Province has moved its base for vocations work in
England from Helmshore, Lancashire, to Salford, where Frs.
Philip Marsh and Anthony Hickey took up residence on 10
March in what had previously been a doctor's residence and
surgery. On 19 March they were able to welcome a first
group of 37 young people for a day's retreat. A group of
55 came together for Pentecost. Some 25 retreats are given each year in schools, apart from the work of Fr. Eamonn
Mulcahy, who works for vocations in Scotland from the Carfin community. The Salford house will be able to accommodate three young men who might like to have an experience
of Spiritan community life for a period of up to a year. The
two pilgrimage youth walks this year attracted over 120
young people between them. Fr. Denis Wiehe, of the General Council, took part in the 100-mile walk from Helmshore
to Rievaulx Abbey from 7-12 August.
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Trans-Canada: Spiritan pro-lifer jailed
Among 18 people jailed on 24 August in Toronto following a pro-life demonstration was Spiritan Fr. Ted Colleton.
The protesters were arrested when they attempted to block
access to a clinic operated by the well-known abortion advocate and practitioner Dr. Henry Morgentaler. Having spent
the night in detention cells, the group were brought before a
magistrate who offered to release them on condition that
they signed a guarantee to remain some distance from the
clinic. This most of them, including Fr. Colleton, refused to
do (a few, because of family responsibilities, chose to sign).
As a result they were remanded in custody at the Minco
Correctional Centre, Toronto, pending trial. Fr. Colleton,
who has published a pro-life book entitled Yes, I am a Radical, is adamant in his stand and has the moral support of the
Trans-Canadian confreres.

Canada
Earlier this year, the Canadian Province took some important decisions on the future of the College Saint-Alexandre,
which it can no longer afford to run because of diminishing
personnel. The College, founded near Ottawa in 1905 as an
agricultural school, became a full secondary school in 1912
and was the only Spiritan community in Canada until 194 1.
From 1933 to 1963, part of the College functioned as a
junior scholasticate, from which there were 46 Spiritan vocations. Since 1971, no boarders have been taken, and the
school now caters for some 700 day students.
On 27-28 February this year, 32 Spiritans (including three
associates) met at Saint-Alexandre to discuss the College's
future and came to a unanimous decision on the following
points. On 1 July 1991, the College will be ceded to a nonprofit-making Corporation, which will continue to run it as a
Catholic secondary school stressing Spiritan ideals. For the
subsequent five years, the Province commits itself to promoting the College's social and religious mission, and hopes
to continue doing so after that. Spiritans will have the use
of a community area in the building, and will have some say
in school policy (the limits are still to be worked out). If the
Corporation should be dissolved or should change the orientation of the school, the property will revert to the Congregation.

Kenya
On Sunday 13 August, the Catholic Church in Kenya began a year of pastoral renewal to mark the Centenary of the
evangelization of the country. The bishops of the 18 dioceses have issued a joint pastoral letter to launch the year of
renewal, which will conclude with a week of celebrations
from 5-12 August 1990. Spiritan News will give more extensive coverage of the centenary in a later issue.
From 15-29 July, St. Mary's School, Nairobi, celebrated
its 50th anniversary with a series of functions. Founded in
1939, it has been one of Kenya's most prestigious schools,
under 13 successive Spiritan principals. Today it has a student enrolment of 1,365, including girls in the upper classes,
and a teaching staff of 70. Among the school's activities, a
popular feature since 1971 has been the musicals staged by
Fr. Cormac O'Brolchain and, more recently, by the present
principal, Fr. Edward O'Farrell. The jubilee celebrations also
took a practical turn: on 8 July, a group of 20 doctors (all of
them parents of St. Mary's students) gave a day's free medical clinic to the poor of Kibagare village, a shanty town of
some 6,000 people not far from the school. They plan to
make this a monthly event for the benefit of the poor.

Radio Amateurs
Two Spiritans who are radio amateurs · have suggested
that it would be a good idea to have a list of all Spiritans
who have facilities in this field. Other radio amateurs are

asked, therefore, to send their name, address and call sign
to either: Fr. Franz Moldan (call sign 7P8CW), P.O. Box 342,
Leribe 300, Lesotho, Southern Africa; or to Fr. J. Clifton Hill,
Trinity Hall, Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA 15282,
U.S.A. These will draw up a list and circulate it to the others.

Announcements
• The General Council has just published a document on
new forms of membership within the Congregation. The
study, which is a summary of both the historical development and present status of this issue, is intended as an aid
to ongoing discussion. The paper has been distributed to all
major superiors and to those lay groups already in existence.
Others interested may obtain copies either from their major
superior or from the General Secretary.
• Enquiries concerning the Ordo of the Congregation are to
be addressed, not to the Generalate in Rome, but to: Procure des Missions, 30 rue Lhomond, 75005 PARIS, France.
It is too late now to send in orders for next year's issue, as
these have. to be in by the end of August each year. The
Ordo continues to be edited by Fr. Henri Littner, who is now
in Chevilly.
• In the Etat du Personnel, please correct, on ·page 220 : in
08 : Eastles Cresent to Eastlea Crescent; and in 09 : 14220
McQueen Road to 14420 McQueen Road .

Jubilarians
65 Years of Profession:
8 Dec. : Brs. Germanus BUECKEN and Alfred HEINEN
(Germany) and Guido van MIDDEN (Holland).
60 Years of Profession:
8 Dec. : Brs. Antonin GOELLER (France) and Veronus
MOLLEMANS (Holland).
50 Years of Profession:
8 Dec. : Brs. Gerwick RECK (Germany), Constant BOGEN,
Hubert JUNG and Richard SPIESSER (France) .

Our Dead
20
21
1
4
10
11
17
24
29
8
14
15
16
19
22
28
8
13
22
24
24
26
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3
5
7
8
8
12

June
June
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug. :
Sept.:
Sept. :
Sept. :
Sept. :
Sept.:
Sept. :
Sept. :
Oct. :
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.

Fr. Oscar REY (Switzerland), 75.
Fr. Henri HEIDET (Gabon), 91.
Fr. Kornelius KNIEBELER (Brazil South), 81 .
Fr. Lovis SOONTIENS (Holland), 74.
Br. Pontianus van ROODEN (Holland), 76.
Fr. Peter MAY (Germany), 76.
Br. Paulus AQUARIUS (Holland), 72 .
Fr. Anton KUEHN (Germany), 76.
Fr. Jose Fonseca LOPES (Portugal), 75 .
Br. Laurentius ESLER (Germany), 95 .
Fr. Paul SCHOUVER (France), 77.
Fr. Pierre BERTHOU (France), 85.
Fr. Michel CHANAL (France), 71.
Fr. John CASSIN (USA/W-lreland), 79.
Br. Marie-Nicolas MOTSCH (France), 79.
Fr. Jan VERBERNE (Holland), 58.
Bishop Gustave BOUVE (Belgium), 79.
Fr. Louis LATOUR (France), 78.
Fr. Marcel DIEBOLD (France), 75.
Fr. Pedro VALDEZ (Trinidad), 76.
Fr. Theo van MAASTRICHT (Holland), 72.
Br. Pierre DESCHAMPS (France), 67 .
Fr. Stanley J. TRAHAN (USA/E), 69.
Fr. Hermann OBERGFELL (Germany), 77 .
Fr. Jan PIJNENBURG (Holland), 77.
Fr. Edouard HAMELBERG (France), 74.
Fr. August 0 . REIT AN (USA/E), 74.
Fr. Jan VISSERS (Holland), 73.
Fr. Alfons SCHUMACHER (Germany), 75.

Published by Fr. Roland Quesnel, C.S.Sp. Information Service, 195 Clivo di Cinna, 00136 ROME, Italy.

4

